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Palm Sunday, March 25
Zechariah 9:9-12 See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation,
gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. (v.9b NIV)

Penn and Teller, the Las Vegas magic act, do a TV show where they
challenge other magicians to do their best trick for them. The goal is to see if they
can fool the experienced pair of magicians who have been performing for 40 years.
The key principle in magic tricks is to distract the viewer so they will not notice
what is really happening. Penn and Teller know what to look for and are rarely
fooled, even as the audience watching the same trick with them is bamboozled.

It seems like God also used some distraction as Jesus entered Jerusalem on
Palm Sunday. The King is indeed making a parade entrance surrounded by a
cheering crowd. But he is riding a simple donkey borrowed for the occasion. Who
would expect any important person to arrive like that? So, no one stops him. God
even gave away the plan hundreds of years in advance, to His prophet Zechariah.
And it was all done in the open for anyone to see, if they knew what to look for.

Psalms 24, 29; 1 Timothy 6:12-16; Luke 19:41-48
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Pray for the peace of Jerusalem. All glory, laud and honor,
To Thee, Redeemer, King, To Whom the lips of children Made sweet hosannas
ring. The Most Revd Suheil Dawani Archbishop, Jerusalem & the Middle East &
Archbishop in Jerusalem
DIOCESAN CYCLE: St. Stephen's, Harrisburg, The Rev. Timothy A. Goodman,
Priest-in-Charge; Nsenda Parish: Rev. Gideon Kalumiye, Urambo, Tanzania;
Mission of St. Mary, District of Ventanilla, Callao, Peru, The Rev. Manuel Laos,
Priest in Charge. Ordination to the Diaconate, G. Timothy Leighton, Bloomington;
Birthday of The Rev James K. Muriuki, Cape Girardeau, MO.

Monday, March 26
Psalm 51 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within
me. (v.10)

In a popular real-life TV show, cameras watch as a business owner pays
secret visits to his stores. He watches videos of his employees to see how they are
doing their jobs and interacting with customers. Then comes the face to face
meeting. Those employees who have done well hear praises from their boss. Then
there are the other reviews of other staffers and their work, done poorly or not at
all. It is Judgement Day. It is not fun.



Jesus walked around the Jerusalem temple on his last visit, watching how the
work was being conducted. He is not pleased. But he didn’t back down or
apologize for his confrontation with the religious authorities.

The boss doesn’t need to explain himself. But employees—that’s a different
story. They are not there to do what they want with the owner’s property. That’s
not why they were called on. They are there to carry out the wishes of the one who
built the enterprise in the first place.

Lamentations 1:1-2, 6-12; 2 Corinthians 1:1-7; Mark 11:12-25
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Bukavu - (Congo) The Rt Revd Sylvestre Bahati
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Birthday of The Rev Maurice C. Lee, Stone Mountain, GA.
ST. MATTHEW'S: Birthdays of Jimmy Bray and Gus Mather.

Tuesday, March 27
Lamentations 1:17-22 The LORD is righteous, yet | rebelled against his command.
(v.18a)

When political leaders face questions from reporters, the theory is that the
newsmen are looking for truth, for the sake of the public good. These days it seems
that this is often just a show. Antagonistic journalists seem just as intent on
tripping up the politicians they dislike for their own political interests. Sometimes
it seems that is their only real interest.

The arguments Jesus faced in Jerusalem from Pharisees, Sadducees, and
others, were not truth-finding missions either. They were traps designed to
eliminate him as an opponent of those who were running the show of Israel’s
spiritual life. In so doing these leaders illustrated the very nature of human sin and
rebellion that Jesus had been sent to redeem. Jesus answered their tricky questions
so well that his opponents soon became afraid to keep arguing. But they did not
give up. They would turn to more blunt and violent tactics to achieve their purpose
before the week was over.

Psalms 6, 12; 2 Corinthians 1:8-22; Mark 11:27-33
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Bukedi - (Uganda) The Rt Revd Samuel Egesa
DIOCESAN CYCLE: May God be merciful to us and bless us.
ST. MATTHEW'S: Birthday of Pam Laws.

Wednesday, March 28
Psalm 55 My heart is in anguish within me; the terrors of death assail me. (v.4)

In the movie White Christmas, Bing Crosby and Danny Kaye are a show
business team. At one point, they get into an argument. There’s a question about
whether they are willing to listen to each other. One challenges his partner, “You
really want to know?” The other replies, “Yes, I really want to know! Lay it on
me!”



The rule of thumb is don’t ask unless you want to know. The disciples have
that kind of conversation with Jesus halfway through Holy Week. Jesus was facing
what was immediately before him that week, but in answering the disciples’
questions he describes future events that stretch all the way to the day the sun,
moon, and stars will fall, to be replaced with a new heaven and a new earth.

In a way, such a change of perspective helped all of them get through the
painful hours ahead. As painful as they were to be, the future that would follow
could give them hope through it all.

Lamentations 2:1-9; 2 Corinthians 1:23—2:11; Mark 12:1-11
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Bukuru - (Jos, Nigeria) The Rt Revd Jwan Zhumbes
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Christ Church, Springfield, admitted to the Diocese, 1889.
Ordination to the Priesthood, Timothy J. Hallett, Bloomington, IN.

Maundy Thursday, March 29
Lamentations 2:10-18 The LorD has done what he planned; he has fulfilled his
word, which he decreed long ago. (v.17a)

In his temptation in the wilderness, Jesus met every offer Satan dangled
before him by relying on things his Father had already said. Since they were
already known and written down, Jesus felt no need to find any other basis for
direction. Three times it was enough to say, “It is written.”

After the Last Supper, praying in the Garden of Gethsemane, three times he
repeated his request that “this cup” be taken from him. But in the end, he still let
his Father have the final word. Jesus chose to let what had been written centuries
before stand and be the last word. As Jeremiah had prophesied, “The LORD has
done what he planned; he has fulfilled his word, which he decreed long ago.”

Jesus still had painful hours to endure. But, once more, he had won the real
battle by surrendering his will to his Heavenly Father. And, for emphasis, he did it
three times.

Psalm 102; 1 Corinthians 10:14-17, 11:27-32; Mark 14:12-25
ANGLICAN CYCLE: When Jesus wept, the falling tear in mercy flowed beyond
all bound; when Jesus groaned, a tembling fear seized all the guilty world around.
Bunbury - (Western Australia, Australia) The Rt Revd Alan Ewing
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Almighty God, make us gentle and courteous in word and
deed.

Good Friday, March 30
Lamentations 3:1-9, 19-33 Though he brings grief, he will show compassion, so
great is his unfailing love. (v.32)

High on the list of useless information that | was given as a child was the
declaration that sometimes preceded well-deserved spankings: “This is going to



hurt me more than it does you!” I had a hard time understanding or believing that
claim at the time.

The Heavenly Father no doubt had a similar thought as Jesus hung on the
cross. Such facts were just as hard for observers to understand. “Why have You
forsaken me?” Even Jesus admitted the question was there for him. The hard part
came in waiting for the answer.

The prophet Daniel was told his prayers were answered immediately, but the
messenger angels bringing the answer were delayed by demonic resistance for
three weeks. In a similar way, the glorious compassion Jesus obtained for us this
day was not yet obvious as the sun went down. But God’s great love was just as
certain and real then as it was later when it came to be recognized and celebrated
around the world.

Psalm 22; 1 Peter 1:10-20; John 13:36-38
ANGLICAN CYCLE: For me, kind Jesus, was thy incarnation, thy mortal sorrow,
and thy life's oblation; Thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion, for my
salvation. Therefore, kind Jesus, since | cannot pay thee, | do adore thee, and will
ever pray thee, think on thy pity and thy love unswerving, not my deserving J
Heerman Bungoma - (Kenya) The Revd George Mechumo
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Birthday of the Rev Eugene A. Stormer, Springfield.

Holy Saturday, March 31
Lamentations 3:37-58 Why should any living man complain when punished for his
sins? (v.39)

None of Jesus’ followers knew what to think on this day after the
crucifixion. They’d heard him say, “It is finished!” but had not understood. Sunday
morning, angels at the tomb would be saying, “He is not here; he has risen, just as
he said.” As He had always done, God revealed His plans before they unfolded. All
anyone had to do was listen, if they had ears to hear.

Michael and Stormie Omartian were part of the first wave of contemporary
Christian music a generation ago. In their final aloum, they celebrated what Jesus
accomplished for us: “Don’t you know? It is done! The battle has been won! It is
done. It is done.”

The celebrations by Jesus’ followers didn’t start right away. And when they
did start, they started slowly. But Jesus had fully completed the assignment he had
been given by his Father. Today was a well-earned day to rest. Because the work,
the hard part, was done.

Psalm 88; Hebrews 4:1-16
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Bunyoro-Kitara - (Uganda) The Rt Revd Samuel Kahuma;
Busoga - (Uganda) The Rt Revd Paul Moses Samson Naimanhye



DIOCESAN CYCLE: Birthday of lone, wife of The Rev. Canon Dr. George E.
Pence, Edwardsville
by Rick Hoover
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For the St. Matthew’s Community, please remember the following in your
prayers this week:

Pray for the sick and those in distress: Charlie, Tim H. and family, Greg P., Linda
S., Phyllis P., Bill J., Ron G., Bill, Bobbi, Matt, Tori B., Dave M., Bill Mc., Linda
T., Dottie T., Roger H., Jack P., Zac & Alyssa & Carson C., Jenna A.

Pray for the Faithful Departed:

Pray for those living in nursing homes and other shut-ins: Dale B., Alicia P., Barb
W., Daniel T., Ina R., and Margaret P.

Pray for: The Diocese of Tabora, Anglican Church of Tanzania, The Rt. Rev.
Elias Chakupewa, the clergy and people. The Missionary Diocese of Peru, The Rt.
Rev. Alejandro Mesco. Fr. Kari Marcelle, the clergy and people of Holy Trinity St.
Vincent. Fr. Dave and all clergy, for whom we light the candle on the west side of
the Altar
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