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Collect for Holy Saturday

O God, Creator of heaven and
earth:  Grant that, as the crucified
body of your dear Son was laid in
the tomb and rested on this holy
Sabbath, so we may await with
him the coming of the third day,
and rise with him to newness of
life; who now lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen

Pray for me, as I pray for you
during this Lenten Season,

Dave Halt, Rector
309-660-8515
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St. Matthew's Webpage

 The Episcopal Diocese of
Springfield

Rector's Blog

The Good News
March 31, 2018

Wednesday April 4 - 6:00 p.m.
Adult Formation does meet this week, and
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd meets this week.
 

Holy Week
 Services will be held to honor the Triduum on Maundy
Thursday at 5:30 pm, Good Friday at Noon (spoken) and
5:30 pm, and Easter Vigil at 7PM.
 
Easter Sunday will follow our regular schedule with a
potluck brunch between the services.

Outreach Opportunities
Very Special Project
Outreach committee has decided to raise money for Mr. Advent
Chakupewa.  He is the son of Bishop Elias Chakupewa of Tabora,
Tanzania.  He is attending Catholic University of Health and Allied
Sciences in Mwanza, Tanzania.  The total cost per year is $4000,
upkeep included.  He has wanted to do this for several years and
plans to return to Tabora to practice medicine.  Checks can be made
out to the church with note in the memo that it is for
Outreach-Education.

Outreach Opportunities For
The Months of March and April 2018
     Mid Central Community Action's (MCCA) emergency shelter,
Neville House, provides safe harbor, assists and provides families
in crisis situations with individual and group counseling for adults
and children, and serves as a community resource providing
awareness, advocacy, and education on the issue of domestic
violence.
     Neville House personnel have suggested the following
necessary supplies for the shelter and its residents: women, children

http://stmattsblm.org/
http://episcopalspringfield.org/
http://theologicalhumidor.com/


and occasionally men.
Personal hygiene items: full size shampoos, conditioners and body
wash for men, women and children, along with bath soaps and
lotions, towels and washcloths;
Clothing: women's underwear in various sizes, along with
brassieres (C-cups plus); men's clothing and underwear in sizes
M/L;
Shoes and/or sneakers: in a variety of sizes for men, women and
children;
Laundry and Cleaning supplies; Laundry detergent, bath and
kitchen cleaning products, paper towels and toilet paper;
Kitchen supplies: non-perishable items, canned soups and meats,
and boxed meals for the pantry;
Gift cards and/or monetary gifts*; grocery, and other gift cards help
provide fresh produce, dairy and other perishable items for the
kitchen, or other resident needs.  Monetary and gas cards assist in
transporting residents to doctor appointments, job interviews,
and/or their children to school/daycare.
     Please place supplies in the Outreach baskets in the narthex and
the hallway beside the fireplace.  We bless and thank each and
every one of you for your continued generosity to those in need in
our community.                                       The Outreach Committee

*Please don't leave money or gift cards in the baskets.  These
should be clearly noted for OUTREACH and placed in the offering
plates.

The Outreach Committee will hold its spring Book/DVD/Bake
Sale on Saturday, April 28, from 8 AM to 1 PM.  Donations of
gently used books, DVDs, CDs, and other recordings are
greatly appreciated.  Please put donations in the parish hall
near the bookcases.  If you need help getting items to the
church please call Debbie Leighton at 662-7478.

The Daily Devotional Reading
is available by clicking of the link below:
Good News Daily

Serving Schedule
1-April EASTER
7:30
Greeter: Ray Durham
Lector: Mona Johnstone
E.M.: Chris Bennett
 
[Fellowship Potluck Brunch between Services]
 
10:00
Acolyte: Liam Halt & Shelley Carter
Lector: Sandy Kohlhase

http://files.constantcontact.com/4bd42add001/4a044211-9427-4c0d-8043-728a9dec8571.pdf


E.M.:  Bob Kohlhase
Crucifer:  Brad Bauman
Thurifer:  Sarah Halt
Monday Counter: Gary Ploense
Coffee Hour: NONE  

8-April
7:30
Greeter: Doug & Dede Dyson
Lector: Chris Bennett
E.M.: Bill Johns
 
10:00
Acolyte:  Christian Pitts
Lector: Brad Bauman
E.M.: Emily Lavikoff & Jack Pitts
Crucifer:  Brad Bauman
Monday Counter: Pam Laws
Coffee Hour:Sandy Kohlhase & Danielle Ward
 

St. Matthew's Schedule beginning Easter - April 1st
Potluck Brunch is held between services in the Parish Hall
 Sunday-7:30 a.m.-Rite I
Sunday-10:30 a.m.-Rite II
Sunday-11:00 a.m.-Guild of the Holy Rosary
Monday-7:00 a.m.-Morning Prayer
Monday-5:30 p.m.-Brownies
Tuesday-7:00 a.m.-Morning Prayer
Tuesday-10:00 a.m.-Quilters
Wednesday-7:00 a.m.-Morning Prayer
Wednesday-5:30 p.m.-Light Supper
Wednesday-6:00 p.m.-Adult Formation & Catechesis of the

Good Shepherd
Thursday-7:30 a.m.-Morning Prayer and breakfast
Friday -7:00 a.m.-Morning Prayer
 
Office Hours:  Office closed, but Fr. Dave will be available

Monday - Thursday
 
BECAUSE the Office is closed this week, the next WeeklyBECAUSE the Office is closed this week, the next Weekly
Newsletter will come out on Friday, April 13.Newsletter will come out on Friday, April 13.

If you have anything you would like added to the schedule or
announcements in the bulletin and news letter please send an email
reply to the newsletter, or call the office.

Readings for April 1, 2018 EASTER
Hymns: #205, #417, #335, #207



The First Reading
Acts 10:34-43
Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: "I
truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people
of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all.
That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee
after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the
devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did
both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by
hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and
allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us who were
chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him
after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the
people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as
judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about
him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of
sins through his name."

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Confitemini Domino
1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; *
his mercy endures for ever.
2 Let Israel now proclaim, *
"His mercy endures for ever."
14 The Lord is my strength and my song, *
and he has become my salvation.
15 There is a sound of exultation and victory *
in the tents of the righteous:
16 "The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! *
the right hand of the Lord is exalted!
the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!"
17 I shall not die, but live, *
and declare the works of the Lord.
18 The Lord has punished me sorely, *
but he did not hand me over to death.
19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; *
I will enter them;
I will offer thanks to the Lord.
20 "This is the gate of the Lord; *
he who is righteous may enter."
21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me *
and have become my salvation.
22 The same stone which the builders rejected *
has become the chief cornerstone.
23 This is the Lord's doing, *
and it is marvelous in our eyes.



24 On this day the Lord has acted; *
we will rejoice and be glad in it.

The Second Reading
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that
I proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also
you stand, through which also you are being saved, if you hold
firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you--unless you have
come to believe in vain.
For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the
scriptures, and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the
third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to
more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of
whom are still alive, though some have died. Then he appeared
to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely
born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles,
unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of
God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace
toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked
harder than any of them--though it was not I, but the grace of
God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we
proclaim and so you have come to believe.

The Gospel
John 20:1-18
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been
removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter
and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to
them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do
not know where they have laid him." Then Peter and the other
disciple set out and went toward the tomb. The two were
running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and
reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the
linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the
linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on
Jesus' head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in
a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb
first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did
not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead.
Then the disciples returned to their homes.
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she
bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in
white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at
the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, "Woman,
why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken



away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him."
When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus
standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus
said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you
looking for?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to
him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you
have laid him, and I will take him away." Jesus said to her,
"Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!"
(which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to
me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to
my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father and
your Father, to my God and your God.'" Mary Magdalene went
and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she
told them that he had said these things to her.

Birthdays & Anniversaries  April 1- 7
Anniversaries

Julie & Chris Bennett

Birthdays
Patty Pitts

Martha Carroll
Ann Sokan

Debbie Thomas

Collect for Easter Day
O God, who for our redemption didst give thine only-begotten Son
to the death of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection hast
delivered us from the power of our enemy: Grant us so to die daily
to sin, that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his
resurrection; through the same thy Son Christ our Lord, who liveth
and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever. Amen.

Contact Information
St. Matthew's Episcopal Church
 


