
Good News Daily 

 

Volume 

XVIII 

April 29-May 5, 2018 Number 17 

 

Sunday, April 29 

Psalm 24 The earth is the LORD’s and all it contains, the world, and all who dwell 

in it. (v.1 NASB) 

When we were first married, my husband and I took a class called Crown 

Ministries. It is a great class that teaches people how to handle finances from a 

biblical perspective. We could stand to take it again! There are approximately 

2,350 verses in the Bible about how to handle money and the consequences of not 

handling it God’s way. It teaches that everything we have is God’s. Early in the 

class, there was an exercise to deed of all “our” worldly assets to the Lord—that 

was a wakeup call. We had many well-intentioned plans to spend, save, and invest 

that never took the Lord into account. “Our” money, children, homes, and jobs all 

belong to the Lord. 

Lord, help us to be good stewards and allow Your word to guide and direct 

our paths. 

Leviticus 8:1-13, 30-36; Psalm 29; Hebrews 12:1-14; Luke 4:16-30 

ANGLICAN CYCLE:  PRAY for The Episcopal Church in Jerusalem & The 

Middle East The Most Revd Suheil Dawani Archbishop, Jerusalem & the Middle 

East & Archbishop in Jerusalem 

DIOCESAN CYCLE:  Trinity Church, Mt. Vernon, The Very Rev Benjamin D. 

Hankinson, Rector; Siganga Parish, Tanzania, Rev. Simon Mzenga; The Mission 

of St. Mary Magdalene, Juliaca, Puno, Peru, Rev’d Ruben Mancilla; and Rev’d 

Luis Vizcarra.; Birthday of The Rev. Canon William H. Moore, Jr., Wallace, NC. 

 

Monday, April 30 

Psalm 57 Have mercy on me, O God! Have mercy on me! (v.1a NET) 

The Greek phrase Kyrie eleison, meaning “Lord have mercy,” is translated 

all over the world as a response in church liturgies—its use dating back to around 

1300 AD. It is found in Gregorian chants and also in one of my favorites songs to 

sing in church: Kyrie eleison, mercy, always tender, always healing, always balm 

on the open wound. When I sin, when I don’t listen, when I take a moment to 

ponder my many iniquities, I know that He is waiting no matter what. His grace 

pulls me up to His throne of undeserving mercy to heal, shed light, and offer 

forgiveness so that I might step back into this world with faith afresh. 

Leviticus 16:1-19; Psalms 56, 58; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 

http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=middle-east&dio=jerusalem&pos=archbishop,-jerusalem-the-middle-east-archbishop-in-jerusalem&posID=17478


ANGLICAN CYCLE:  Central Zambia - (Central Africa) The Rt Revd Derek Gary 

Kamukwamba, 

The Rt Revd Ishmael Mukuwanda 

DIOCESAN CYCLE:  Lord, help us to hear your words – you are the way! 

ST. MATTHEW’S: Justin Palm’s birthday. 

 

Tuesday, May 1 

Leviticus 16:20-34 He is to lay both hands on the head of the live goat and confess 

over it all the wickedness and rebellion of the Israelites—all their sins—and put 

them on the goat’s head. He shall send the goat away into the wilderness in the 

care of someone appointed for the task. The goat will carry on itself all their sins 

to a remote place; and the man shall release it in the wilderness. (vv.21-22 NIV) 

Who broke that? “So and so did.” Who left the security gate open? “What’s 

his name did it.” Why is that out of plumb? “The manufacturer allows tolerances.” 

Etc. etc. Scapegoats are just as abundant on construction sites as they are 

everywhere else. The scapegoats come in from the wilderness and mess various 

things up and leave the premises, never to be found again. When something goes 

wrong everyone points at the person who is not in the room as the culprit. I was, 

and still am, pretty good at finding a scapegoat to duck my offenses as well. I am 

in awe that my sins and shortcomings were, and are continually, laid at the cross 

and that Christ removes my transgressions as far as the east is from the west. 

Today we thank You, Lord, for forgiving us and for offering Your powerful 

and unconditional love that covers all our sins and shortcomings. 

Psalms 61, 62; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 6:7-15 

ANGLICAN CYCLE:  Chandigarh - (North India) The Rt Revd Younas Massey 

DIOCESAN CYCLE:  Philip M. Lewis, Pueblo, CO, and Michael J. Newago, 

Havana,  ordination to the Priesthood; Wedding anniversary of The Rev. Jon E. 

and Sara “Sally” Griffin, West Frankfort. 

 

ST. MATTHEW’S: Diane Gardner’s birthday. 

 

Wednesday, May 2 

Leviticus 19:1-18 The LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the entire assembly of Israel 

and say to them: ‘Be holy because I, the LORD your God, am holy.’” (v.1) 

This statement is followed by some very wise instructions for all people to 

strive to achieve. Respect your father and mother, don’t deceive one another, don’t 

lie, be fair, don’t steal, don’t gossip, and don’t seek revenge or bear a grudge, are 

among them. God says, “Don’t do it!” These aren’t mere suggestions. He doesn’t 

tell Moses to discuss why these things aren’t good for us. God isn’t into 

http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=central-africa&dio=central-zambia&pos=bishop-of-central-zambia&posID=8887
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=central-africa&dio=central-zambia&pos=bishop-of-central-zambia&posID=8887
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=central-africa&dio=central-zimbabwe&pos=bishop-of-central-zimbabwe&posID=7335
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=north-india&dio=chandigarh&pos=bishop-of-chandigarh&posID=19717


negotiating, He is holy, and He is the sovereign King of Kings! He knows that by 

abiding in His word we will set ourselves apart from the world’s ways. 

The Old Testament seems so harsh sometimes, but the truth is, it has to be. 

We fight to justify our behavior, we behave badly when we are wounded, and we 

have old patterns that are so hard to break. The hard truth is that they will never 

produce the fruits of the Spirit that God so wants for us to have. We are called to 

obey His word! He knows that we will fail miserably, but He also knows the good 

that will come from us by simply aspiring to be holy and to seek His ways. God 

will take care of our short falls as we repent and grow in our relationship with Him. 

He has given us instruction through His Word and the Trinity, which is a gift 

beyond words to embrace. 

Psalm 72; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28; Matthew 6:19-24 

ANGLICAN CYCLE:  Central Pennsylvania - (Province III, The Episcopal Church) 

The Rt Revd Audrey Scanlan 

DIOCESAN CYCLE:  Christ Church, Springfield, admitted to the Diocese, 1888. 

ST. MATTHEW’S: Chrissy & John Stoffer’s wedding anniversary. 

 

Thursday, May 3 

Matthew 6:25-34 “Can all your worries add a single moment to your life?” (v.27 

NLT) 

Worrying is an easy but unproductive path to take when problems arise. 

Early in my career, before I was cognitive of risk and reality, I was eager to chase 

all sorts of business transactions. Eventually, I began to realize that I was in over 

my head with work, commitments, and capacity. At first, I would worry and ask 

myself, “What about this outcome? What if that happens? Could this come to be?” 

After a while I found that worry did not work very well, and was not effective in 

helping me solve life’s problems. 

My wife Lisa and I began going to our church’s Tuesday night healing 

service to worship, pray, and enjoy the fellowship of others. The healing service 

bore a genuine example of people who knew how to cast their cares on Jesus and 

live in his sovereignty. 

I strive daily to pray and surrender my life and problems to Christ’s control. 

I am a work in progress, yielding is not natural. I want to put my all worries at the 

foot of the cross. I am seeing that Christ can move mountains of worry, and the 

more I yield to him the more peaceful I become. Come to him all that are weary 

and burdened and he will give us rest. 

Leviticus 19:26-37; Psalms 70, 71; 2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 

ANGLICAN CYCLE:  Chelmsford - (Canterbury, England) The Rt Revd Stephen 

Geoffrey Cottrell; 

http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=usa&dio=central-pennsylvania&pos=bishop-of-central-pennsylvania&posID=19940
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=england&dio=chelmsford&pos=bishop-of-chelmsford&posID=16303
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=england&dio=chelmsford&pos=bishop-of-chelmsford&posID=16303


Chelmsford - Barking - The Rt Revd Peter Hill; Chelmsford - Bradwell - Vacant; 

Chelmsford - Colchester -  The Rt Revd Anthony Brett Morris 

DIOCESAN CYCLE:   Birthday of Julie, wife of The Rev. Caleb S. Roberts, 

Champaign;   

ST. MATTHEW’S: Barbara Williamson’s birthday. 

 

Friday, May 4 

Psalm 106:1-18 Then they believed his promises and sang his praise. But they soon 

forgot what he had done and did not wait for his plan to unfold. (vv.12-13 NIV) 

There are days when multiple problems seem to collide. The phone 

prescreens an irritating person calling in; multiple text messages arrive 

simultaneously announcing a difficult situation; emails alert you of pressing other 

needs. The sometimes “mental beat down” flows into the physical. It is interesting 

that everything we need to combat this discouragement is available—and just a 

thought and prayer away from our reach. The reading today from Psalms 106 

shows how quickly the Israelites, like myself, forget about the power of God. The 

power to push aside the temporal confusion and cares of the world is 

instantaneously available through our connection and relationship with Christ. 

Why don’t we wait for Christ to lead and guide us? When the self-murmuring 

starts, our focus should be on seeking the Lord and casting all our cares on him. 

He’s always there for us. 

Leviticus 23:1-22; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-17; Matthew 7:1-12 

ANGLICAN CYCLE:  Chester - (York, England) The Rt Revd Peter Robert Forster; 

Chester - Birkenhead - The Rt Revd Keith Sinclair; Chester - Stockport - The Rt 

Revd Libby Lane 

DIOCESAN CYCLE:   Birthday of The Rev. Dr. Virginia L. Bennett, St. Charles, 

MO; Wedding Anniversary of The Rev. Gerald W. and Dorothy Raschke, 

Springfield. 

ST. MATTHEW’S: Carole Cox’s birthday. 

 

Saturday, May 5 

2 Thessalonians 3:1-18 May the Lord lead you into a greater understanding of 

God’s love and the endurance that is given by Christ. (v.5 GNT) 

In Matthew 7:13-14, we are told, “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide 

is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through 

it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find 

it.” This is not a warm and fuzzy Scripture. This is in red letters in my Bible. These 

are the words of Jesus. In its simplest terms, there is a good side and a bad side. 

One has a narrow entry and the other is wide. 

http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=england&dio=chelmsford&pos=bishop-of-barking&posID=19713
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=england&dio=chelmsford&pos=bishop-elect-of-bradwell&posID=20128
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=england&dio=chelmsford&pos=bishop-of-colchester&posID=19714
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=england&dio=chester&pos=bishop-of-chester&posID=1646
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=england&dio=chester&pos=bishop-of-birkenhead&posID=8879
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=england&dio=chester&pos=suffragan-bishop-of-chester-stockport&posID=18234
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=england&dio=chester&pos=suffragan-bishop-of-chester-stockport&posID=18234


The wide gate can be viewed as those who have chosen not to believe in 

Christ. It may also include those who believe that all people are good and there are 

lots of Gods, and if you are good, you will have eternal life with one of them. It 

could also include those who believe that going to church and doing good deeds—

without having a relationship with Jesus—is sufficient to enter the narrow gate. I 

think about Peter and Judas. They were Jesus’ friends and disciples, walking with 

him daily and yet, when it came down to choosing, oh, how hard it was for them. 

The good side, the narrow gate, presents quite a challenge in so many ways, 

but will lead us to life. I pray for all who haven’t chosen the narrow. And I pray for 

those of us who have, to be strengthened in faith to be able stand for Christ at all 

times. I pray, too, for God’s truth to be ever present in this world; that He 

continues to beckon those walking both the narrow and the wide. 

Leviticus 23:23-44; Psalms 75, 76; Matthew 7:13-21 

ANGLICAN CYCLE:  Chhattisgarh - (North India) The Rt Revd Purna Sagar Nag 

DIOCESAN CYCLE:  Birthday of Mary Ellen, wife of The Rev. David L. Wells, 

Springfield.  

ST. MATTHEW’S: Shelley Carter’s birthday. 

 

by Lisa and Charlie Clayton III 
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For the St. Matthew’s Community, please remember the following in your 

prayers this week:  

 

Pray for the sick and those in distress: Charlie, Tim H. and family, Greg P., Linda 

S., Phyllis P., Bill J., Ron G., Bill, Bobbi, Matt, Tori B., Dave M., Bill Mc., Linda 

T., Dottie T., Roger H., Jack P., Zac & Alyssa & Carson C., Jenna A.  

 

Pray for the Faithful Departed: George K., Alicia P.  

 

Pray for those living in nursing homes and other shut-ins: Dale B., Alicia P., Barb 

W., Daniel T., Ina R., and Margaret P.  

 

Pray for: The Diocese of Tabora, Anglican Church of Tanzania, The Rt. Rev. 

Elias Chakupewa, the clergy and people. The Missionary Diocese of Peru, The Rt. 

Rev. Alejandro Mesco. Fr. Kari Marcelle, the clergy and people of Holy Trinity St. 

http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=north-india&dio=chhattisgarh&pos=bishop-of-chhattisgarh&posID=19248


Vincent. Fr. Dave and all clergy, for whom we light the candle on the west side of 

the Altar 


