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Sunday, May 27

Acts 8:14-25 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given when the apostles laid
their hands on people, he offered them money to buy this power. “Let me have this
power, too,” he exclaimed, “so that when | lay my hands on people, they will
receive the Holy Spirit!” (vv.18-19 NLT)

Have you ever found yourself thinking like Simon did? | know I’ve had
numerous occasions where | have caught myself being more attracted to the power
of God upon one’s life, rather than the presence of God Himself. Unfortunately, I
can relate wholeheartedly to the story of Simon.

In the midst of my learning though, I’ve discovered that while walking in the
power of God is attractive, we were created to live in communion with His
presence first and foremost! If we seek His power apart from dwelling in His
presence, we are taking the fast-track, headed straight into burnout.

Dwelling in God’s presence is my home. Walking in His power is a
beautiful added bonus!

Proverbs 9:1-12; Psalms 148, 149, 150; Luke 10:25-28, 38-42
ANGLICAN CYCLE: PRAY for The Anglican Church of Korea The Most Revd
Onesimus Dongsin Park Primate of the Anglican Church of Korea & Bishop of
Busan
DIOCESAN CYCLE: St. Mary's, Robinson, The Rev. Ann Tofani, Vicar;
Ushirombo Parish, Tanzania, Rev. Can. Amos Ndelema, Rural Dean; The Missions
of Choco and villages of the Colca Canyon, Peru, Rev’d Justo Maqque. Deacon.
ST. MATTHEW'S: Penny Smith’s birthday.

Monday, May 28
Proverbs 10:1-12 People with integrity walk safely, but those who follow crooked
paths will be exposed. (v.9)

On the days I find myself anxious and unsettled, I know there’s something in
me that has compromised with darkness. Whether it’s a deliberate action, taking
matters into my own hands, or believing a lie, not having the inner-safety that
comes from walking with the Lord is what tells me [’m in need of an adjustment.

The more | fall in love with Jesus and dwell in friendship with him, the more
| find safety in walking in his ways. Loving Him inspires me to be the same person
when I’m in the midst of a crowd or hidden in a cave. | do not have to fear what
might be exposed. | have come to the light and have broken agreement with shame.


http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=korea&dio=busan&pos=primate-of-the-anglican-church-of-korea-bishop-of-busan&posID=19395
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=korea&dio=busan&pos=primate-of-the-anglican-church-of-korea-bishop-of-busan&posID=19395

Loving Jesus is the safest place I’ve ever known.
Psalm 25; 1 Timothy 1:1-17; Matthew 12:22-32
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Cuttack - (North India) The Rt Revd Surendra Kumar Nanda
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Holy Spirit, guide us in our work for the Church

Tuesday, May 29
Proverbs 15:16-33 Fear of the LORD teaches wisdom; humility precedes honor.
(v.33)

A while back, I decided to do the unthinkable. | decided to come clean—
completely. No matter how excruciatingly painful my decision was going to
require of me, I chose to get rid of all of my shame. And the only way | knew how
to do so, was to intentionally tell the people | would feel most shameful towards
the darkest secrets of my life.

So, after many years of my parents not knowing my past sins, | sat them
down and told them everything. | mean, everything. And with tears in their eyes
and love overflowing from their hearts, they looked at me and said, “Janae, we
love you. We’re not mad at you. We forgive you.”

That day God revealed to me the beauty of mercy. Though they had every
reason to look at me differently, shun me, scold me...my parents met me with
compassion and forgiveness. They met me with love that | did not deserve.

Psalms 26, 28; 1 Timothy 1:18—2:8; Matthew 12:33-42
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Cyangugu - (Rwanda) The Rt Revd Nathan Amooti
Rusengo; Kigali - The Rt Revd Louis Muvunyi
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Brant V. Hazlett, Mt. Carmel, received as Priest; Wedding
anniversary of The Rev. Cynthia A. and Byron Sever, Alton
ST. MATTHEW'’S: Kim & Harry Bray’s 25" Anniversary.

Wednesday, May 30

Matthew 12:43-50 “When an evil spirit leaves a person, it goes into the desert,
seeking rest but finding none. Then iz says, ‘I will return to the person I came
from.’ So it returns and finds its former home empty, swept, and in order.” (VV.43-
44)

For those of you who are anything like me, you’ve probably read this verse
and found yourself a bit perplexed—especially considering the following verse that
says the evil spirit goes and finds seven of its friends! This passage has always left
me intimidated. Which is why | knew my interpretation was clearly not of the
Lord.

Recently, the Holy Spirit highlighted a word to me | had never noticed
before. Empty. The spirit finds its former home...empty! This was when | had to


http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=north-india&dio=cuttack&pos=bishop-of-cuttack&posID=20053
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=rwanda&dio=cyangugu&pos=bishop-of-cyangugu&posID=19828
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=rwanda&dio=cyangugu&pos=bishop-of-cyangugu&posID=19828
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=rwanda&dio=kigali&pos=bishop-of-kigali&posID=18661

ask myself this question: How many of us spend our lives trying to chase evil out,
but never learn how to fill ourselves back up with the light?

Walking in freedom goes far beyond chasing evil out. We need to not only
expose the darkness, but immerse ourselves in the light—and his name is Jesus!
Filling ourselves up with the presence of Jesus is where sustainable freedom is
found.

Proverbs 17:1-20; Psalm 38; 1 Timothy 3:1-16
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Cyprus and the Gulf - (Jerusalem & Middle East) The Rt
Revd Michael Augustine Owen Lewis
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Lord of creation, show us your purpose for our life that we
may not live to be useless.
ST. MATTHEW'S: Heather & Gus Mather’s wedding anniversary.

Thursday, May 31
Proverbs 21:30—22:6 The horse is prepared for the day of battle, but the victory
belongs to the LORD. (v.31)

Reading this verse, I can’t help but ask myself this: What is my horse? In
other words, what do | prepare for my day of battle? Is it my savings account? My
health? My physical appearance? My wisdom? Even deeper, in whom (or what) do
I place my hope? Far too often I place my confidence upon my “horse”—or my
earthly circumstances and tangible resources. And though none of these things are
inherently bad, | have recurrently learned that nothing in this world could ever
protect me like the Lord does.

When I finally lay my subconscious attempts to feel in “control” at the
Lord’s feet, He goes before me and shields my way. He loves to defy all earthly
circumstances and prove that victory truly does belong to Him—and Him alone.

Psalm 37:1-18; 1 Timothy 4:1-16; Matthew 13:24-30
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Daejeon - (Korea) The Revd Moses Nak Jun Yoo
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Timothy A. Goodman, Johnston City, Ordination to the
Priesthood.

Friday, June 1
Psalm 31 You are my rock and my fortress. For the honor of your name, lead me
out of this danger. (v.3)

The words of King David linger within my ears as | ponder upon his deepest
cry. “For the honor of your name, Lord”—not his own. I’'m convinced this is why
David was a man after God’s own heart. It had nothing to do with his ability to live
perfectly. In fact, David was quite the sinner to say the least. He was a murderer,
an adulterer, and the list could go on and on. So why was David a man after God’s
own heart you might ask? Because David loved God more than he loved himself.


http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=middle-east&dio=cyprus-and-the-gulf&pos=bishop-of-cyprus-and-the-gulf&posID=8163
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=middle-east&dio=cyprus-and-the-gulf&pos=bishop-of-cyprus-and-the-gulf&posID=8163
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=korea&dio=daejeon&pos=bishop-elect-of-daejeon&posID=19809

At the deepest core of his being, David longed to honor the Lord over himself. No
matter how many times he chose differently or let sin take him over, David’s heart
cry was for the Lord to be honored and for His name to be made known throughout
the ages.

My prayer is that | would long to honor the Lord like David did. | want to
love God—more than | love myself.

Proverbs 23:19-21, 29—24:2; 1 Timothy 5:17-25; Matthew 13:31-35
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Dallas - (Province VII, The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd
George Sumner; The Rt Revd Paul Lambert, Suffragan Bishop
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Phillip D. Boeve, Deerfield, WI; Eugene A. Stormer,
Springfield, ordination to the Priesthood.

Saturday, June 2
Psalm 32 Oh, what joy for those whose disobedience is forgiven, whose sin is put
out of sight. (vv.1-2)

Have you ever outright wronged someone and thought to yourself, “If they
never forgive me, I’ll understand”? I don’t know your experience, but | know for
me, in my darkest of days, | have by-no-means deserved forgiveness from
individuals but received it anyway.

I’1l never forget the day one of my closest friends forgave me for something
I found to be “unforgiveable.” I remember going on a long run and bargaining with
the Lord, requesting that if He could soften her heart enough for her to want to
make amends, that I’d celebrate this reconciliation until the day I died! And still—
to this day—I find myself celebrating her forgiveness. Not to mention, | especially
celebrate our reconciliation!

I can’t help but think this is what is meant to be between us and God. A
crazy, wild, radical celebration of undeserved grace and love—for the rest of our
lives. Though we did not deserve forgiveness, He graciously gave it to us anyway.
And not only that, but He has forgotten our transgressions as far as the east is from
the west. They have been completely put out of sight!

What joy his forgiveness brings!

Proverbs 25:15-28; Psalm 30; 1 Timothy 6:6-21; Matthew 13:36-43
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Damaturu - (Jos, Nigeria) The Rt Revd Abiodun Ogunyemi
DIOCESAN CYCLE: God of small beginnings, you bring strength out of weakness
and hope out of fear.

ST. MATTHEW'S: Martha Pitt’s birthday.

by Janae Schirle
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For the St. Matthew’s Community, please remember the following in your
prayers this week:

Pray for the sick and those in distress: Charlie, Tim H. and family, Greg P., Linda
S., Phyllis P., Bill J., Ron G., Bill, Bobbi, Matt, Tori B., Dave M., Bill Mc., Linda

T., Dottie T., Roger H., Jack P., Zac & Alyssa & Carson C., Jenna A., Mary, James
T., Julie C.

Pray for the Faithful Departed:

Pray for those living in nursing homes and other shut-ins: Dale B., Barb W.,
Daniel T., Ina R., and Margaret P.

Pray for: The Diocese of Tabora, Anglican Church of Tanzania, The Rt. Rev.
Elias Chakupewa, the clergy and people. The Missionary Diocese of Peru, The Rt.
Rev. Alejandro Mesco. Fr. Kari Marcelle, the clergy and people of Holy Trinity St.
Vincent. Fr. Dave and all clergy, for whom we light the candle on the west side of
the Altar



