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Sunday, August 26 

Psalm 146 I will praise the LORD all my life; I will sing praise to my God as long 

as I live. (v.2 NIV) 

When times are tough—health is an issue, relationships are in trouble, or 

finances are low—we get concerned and come to God asking, seeking, praising for 

a solution. When times are easier—life is good, health is good, finances are 

adequate—we get complacent. That’s not what the Lord wants. He wants us all the 

time, in the good and the bad. He expects an attitude of gratitude no matter what 

our circumstances. 

The Christian group, Casting Crowns, says it better than I can in the 

following lyrics: “And as your mercy falls I raise my hands and praise. The God 

who gives and takes away. I’ll praise you in this storm and I will lift my hands; 

that you are who you are, no matter where I am. And every tear I’ve cried; you 

hold in your hand. You never left my side, and though my heart is torn, I will 

praise you in this storm. We know we were made for so much more than ordinary 

lives. It’s time for us to more than just survive. We were made to thrive—joy 

unspeakable, faith unsinkable, love unstoppable—anything is possible.” 

Praise the Lord always and in all ways. Ponder that. 

Job 4:1-6, 12-21; Psalm 147; Revelation 4:1-11; Mark 6:1-6a 

ANGLICAN CYCLE:  PRAY for The Anglican Church of Southern Africa The 

Most Revd Thabo Makgoba, Archbishop of Capetown and Primate of Southern 

Africa 

DIOCESAN CYCLE:  We pray for all priests and lay people in the Diocese of Peru, 

Springfield and Tabora who labor in love unceasingly for the glory of our Lord, the 

King of Kings; Birthday of The Rev. Can. Robert B. Koehler, San Antonio, TX. 

ST. MATTHEW’S:  Valerie Schaeffer’s birthday. 

 

Monday, August 27 

John 6:52-59 Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of 

the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats my flesh 

and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.” 

(vv.53-54) 

Was Jesus trying to make his followers become cannibalistic? Definitely not. 

What he was saying was he wanted his followers to be so close to him they would 

consume everything he said, read, felt, and understood. He wanted them to abide in 

him, and he in them. Have you ever been that close to someone? It is the picture of 
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what a true marriage should be. A man and a woman are so close to each other 

they know each other externally and internally. They literally consume every part 

of each other’s lives—physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually. Ponder 

that. 

Job 4:1, 5:1-11, 17-21, 26-27; Psalms 1, 2, 3; Acts 9:19b-31 

ANGLICAN CYCLE: Gloucester - (Canterbury, England) The Rt Revd Rachel 

Treweek; Gloucester - Tewkesbury - The Rt Revd Robert Wilfrid Springett  

DIOCESAN CYCLE:  Birthday of Mark Dirksen, husband of The Rev. Beth H. 

Maynard, Champaign; Wedding anniversary of The Rt. Rev. Daniel H. and Brenda 

Martins of Springfield. 

ST. MATTHEW’S: Loren Dyson’s birthday. 

 

Tuesday, August 28  

Acts 9:32-43 “Aeneas,” Peter said to him, “Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and 

roll up your mat.” Immediately Aeneas got up. (v.34) 

Peter was just traveling about the country and he decides to visit some 

believers in Lydda. He found a man, Aeneas, who had been paralyzed and 

bedridden for eight years. Peter said to him, “Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and 

roll up your mat.” Immediately Aeneas got up. All those who lived in Lydda and 

Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord. 

We see miracles every day. Do we turn to the Lord? We should be thankful 

for each day. Did you know the earth rotates on axis of 23.8° from straight up and 

down? If that angle changed 1° either way, we could all burn or freeze! Do we give 

thanks for that simple miracle? People are cured of various chronic conditions. Do 

we give thanks for those miracles? Babies are born every day; truly a miracle. Do 

we give thanks that we just enjoy? Ponder that. 

Job 6:1-4, 8-15, 21; Psalms 5, 6; John 6:60-71 

ANGLICAN CYCLE:  Gombe - (Jos, Nigeria) The Rt Revd Henry Ndukuba; Goma 

- (Congo) The Rt Revd Kadhoro Desire Makanirwa 

DIOCESAN CYCLE:  Birthday of the Rev. Gerald W. Raschke, Springfield; 

Wedding anniversary of The Rev. Donald H. and Rikke Langlois, Chandler, AZ. 

ST. MATTHEW’S:  Sandy & Bob Kohlhase’ wedding anniversary and the 

birthdays of Charlotte Casperson and Janet Hoffman. 

 

Wednesday, August 29  

John 7:1-13 “No one who wants to become a public figure acts in secret. Since you 

are doing these things, show yourself to the world.” For even his own brothers did 

not believe in him. (vv.4-5) 

Jesus never performed miracles on demand. He was not a show off. He 

performed miracles so that people might believe in him—that he was the Son of 
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the living God. Yet even his brothers did not believe in him. How about you and 

me? Do we need a miracle to believe in Jesus? Or can we just receive him in 

faith—believing, trusting, and obeying? What does it take for us to believe and 

testify to the truth? Does it take a miracle? Or is all that is required is faith? Just as 

I can only answer for me, you can only answer for you. But as the Scriptures say in 

Ephesians 2:8-9, we are saved by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone. 

Ponder that. 

Job 6:1, 7:1-21; Psalm 119:1-24; Acts 10:1-16 

ANGLICAN CYCLE:  Grahamstown - (Southern Africa) The Rt Revd Ebenezer 

Ntlali 

DIOCESAN CYCLE:  Wedding anniversary of The Rev. Dr. Arnold and Sharon 

Hoffman, Glen Carbon. 

 

Thursday, August 30 

John 7:14-36 “Whoever speaks on their own does so to gain personal glory, but he 

who seeks the glory of the one who sent him is a man of truth; there is nothing 

false about him.” (v.18) 

Jesus never ran around puffing his chest out bragging about the things he 

could do. He only did what the Father taught him or told him to do. Everything he 

did was to bring glory to the Father. Is it the same in our lives? Do we do things so 

someone else can get the credit? Or do we tend to be self-centered and look for all 

the glory for ourselves? 

Jesus tells us to stop judging by appearances. He associated himself with the 

lowest of the low in the stratus of people at the time. He never gave any 

consideration to outward appearance, but always looked for the condition of the 

heart. Should we not do the same? Ponder that. 

Job 8:1-10, 20-22; Psalm 18:1-20; Acts 10:17-33 

ANGLICAN CYCLE:  Guadalcanal - (Melanesia) The Rt Revd Nathan Tome; 

Hanuato'o - The Rt Revd Alfred Karibongi  

DIOCESAN CYCLE:  The Rev. James Muriuki, Cape Girardeau, MO., Ordination 

to the Priesthood; Wedding anniversary of The Rev. Dr. Gregory A. and Nada 

Tournoux, Springfield. 

 

Friday, August 31 

Psalm 16 Keep me safe, my God, for in you I take refuge. LORD, you alone are my 

portion and my cup; you make my rock secure. I keep my eyes always on the LORD. 

With him at my right hand, I will not be shaken. (vv.1, 5, 8) 

I wrestle with a chronic condition, Parkinson’s disease. So I find the words 

of the psalmist very comforting. I had a career in the Coast Guard. When I was at 
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sea and a storm would bear down on us, I could take refuge inside the ship. It was 

warm, dry, and comfortable. Jesus is like the ship. 

Everything I need has been provided by the Lord. Not all the wants, but the 

needs. Even though the illness brings discomfort, I can stand on the rock of Jesus 

Christ. All other ground is sinking sand. I keep my eyes always on the Lord. In the 

eye of the storm he remains in control. His anchor always holds no matter how 

hard the wind blows. Ponder that. 

Job 9:1-15, 32-35; Psalm 17; Acts 10:34-48; John 7:37-52 

ANGLICAN CYCLE:  Guatemala - (Central America) The Most Revd Armando 

Guerra Soria;  The Revd Silvestre Romero 

DIOCESAN CYCLE:  Lord, keep us in your power. 

 

Saturday, September 1 

John 8:12-20 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the 

world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of 

life.” (v.12) 

Have you ever thought about how most crimes are committed when it is 

dark? That’s because the perpetrator thinks he will not be seen. Similarly, most 

sins occur in secret because the sinner does not want to be found out. But rest 

assured, no secrets are held from the Lord. Jesus illustrated that when he said he 

was the light of the world. Whoever follows him will never walk in darkness, but 

will have the light of life—eternal salvation. Have you ever given any thought to 

why we sin? We all carry around original sin because of the Fall. I call that sin the 

noun. We all have a besetting sin also. It may be different for each one of us. I call 

it sin the verb. Why do we do it? Because we like it, we think it brings pleasure—

but it really only brings darkness. That’s why Jesus came: to shed light on our 

darkness, so he could redeem us. Ponder that. 

Job 9:1, 10:1-9, 16-22; Psalms 20, 21; Acts 11:1-18 

ANGLICAN CYCLE:  Guildford - (Canterbury, England) The Rt Revd Andrew 

John Watson; Guildford - Dorking - The Rt Revd Jo Bailey Wells 

DIOCESAN CYCLE:  Birthday of Jacque, wife of The Rev. Canon William H. 

Moore, Jr. Wallace, NC. 

ST. MATTHEW’S:  Bill Johns’ birthday. 
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Pray for the sick and those in distress: Charlie, Jenna A., Mary, James T., Julie C., 

Valerie R., Barbara A., Bill B., Ms. Shayne, Diane B., Steve J., Carol D.  

 

Pray for the Faithful Departed:  

 

Pray for those living in nursing homes and other shut-ins: Dale B., Barb W., 

Daniel T., Ina R., and Margaret P.  

 

Pray for: The Diocese of Tabora, Anglican Church of Tanzania, The Rt. Rev. 

Elias Chakupewa, the clergy and people. The Missionary Diocese of Peru, The Rt. 

Rev. Alejandro Mesco. Fr. Kari Marcelle, the clergy and people of Holy Trinity St.  

Vincent. Fr. Dave and all clergy, for whom we light the candle on the west side of 

the Altar 


