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Sunday, September 2 

Matthew 5:1-12 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.” (vv.3-4 RSV) 

When I was growing up, I was taught to shoot for the moon even if you hit a 

cabbage. What I found later was the moon is not mine, and not much would fit into 

my kingdom of self. No matter how hard I tried, I could not get my family to get it 

straight the way I wanted it. 

When I later became aware that the kingdom of God is not the kingdom of 

self, I had to reevaluate. The things I thought I wanted were not the things I 

wanted. I thought I wanted them until I had them in hand. 

God knows what I really want and opens the door for me when I am willing 

to accept what He is trying to give me. When I am willing to recognize my own 

emptiness, He fills me up with His life; and I can know what it is know the King 

and walk with Him in His kingdom as we pray as He taught us: “Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 

When I come to Him with my need, He meets it with His grace, and I am the 

blessed one of whom He speaks. 

Job 11:1-9, 13-20; Psalms 148, 149, 150; Revelation 5:1-14 

ANGLICAN CYCLE:  PRAY for The Anglican Church of South America The 

Most Revd Gregory James Venables, Presiding Bishop of the Anglican Church of 

South America & Bishop of Argentina  

DIOCESAN CYCLE:    St. John's, Decatur, The Very Rev Richard A. Swan, 

Rector;  Isevya Parish Tanzania, Rev. Marko Kimashi, Rural Dean; The Mission of 

St.  Matthew, San Juan de Lurigancho, Lima, Peru, The Rt. Rev. Jorge Águilar, 

and The Rev. Jerry Acosta. 

 

Monday, September 3 

John 8:21-32 Jesus then said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue 

in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth 

will make you free.” (vv.31-32) 

When I first started looking into the Christian Faith as a truly viable 

alternative to the world’s values and goals, I followed two or three professionals 

whom I considered wise in the faith. Each of them had a viewpoint, but they did 

not agree on some of the details that interested me, so I decided to try Jesus. 

When I began to read his teaching, I began to see another dimension to the 

Christian Faith. Jesus is real and he is here to be known. That decision demanded 

http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=south-america&dio=argentina&pos=presiding-bishop-of-the-anglican-church-of-south-america-bishop-of-argentina&posID=4511
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=south-america&dio=argentina&pos=presiding-bishop-of-the-anglican-church-of-south-america-bishop-of-argentina&posID=4511


that I learn prayer as a dialog and not just talking to him. When he began to speak 

to me, I found that I had to try out what he told me to see if it was truth or just nice 

thinking. 

My experience at that point brought me into a knowledge of the Lord that I 

had not had before, and I began to come to know him as he talked with me. I have 

come to believe that he is both practical and truthful, and that he is making me free 

as I seek his will and walk it out with him. 

Job 12:1-6, 13-25; Psalm 25; Acts 11:19-30 

ANGLICAN CYCLE: Guinea - (West Africa, West Africa) The Rt Revd Jacques 

Boston 

DIOCESAN CYCLE:  Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Way, the Truth and the Life. 

ST. MATTHEW’S:  Dede Dyson & Sarah Halt’s birthdays. 

 

Tuesday, September 4 

John 8:33-47 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say unto you every one who 

commits sin is a slave to sin.” (v.34) 

Anyone who has realized the experience of habitual sin knows the meaning 

of these words and knows that they are true. As one who has spent time trying to 

break bad habits, and failed to be able to do so in my own strength, the promise of 

Jesus that I will be set free when I know the truth and walk it out with him is 

almost beyond belief—until we try it. 

For me it has meant freedom from bondage to tobacco, alcohol, and foul 

language—to mention a few. Now, if he will just set me free from putting off 

working on things and set me free to do them when he gives them to me to do. As I 

struggle to become his disciple, he struggles with me to make me what he wants 

me to be. 

Job 12:1, 13:3-17, 21-27; Psalms 26, 28; Acts 12:1-17 

ANGLICAN CYCLE:  Gujarat - (North India) The Rt Revd Silvans Christian; 

Kolhapur - The Rt Revd Bathuel Tiwade 

DIOCESAN CYCLE:  Give us insight, Lord, to understand and feel as others feel. 

 

Wednesday, September 5 

John 8:47-59 “He who is of God hears the words of God; the reason you do not 

hear them is because you are not of God.” (v.47) 

I remember when quoting Scripture was a game to prove who was the 

holiest. The focus of the game was on the others as they tried to out-quote the rest 

and be declared the wisest, holiest, and proudest. 

When I began to ask what the Scripture was all about, there were some new 

thoughts that came to bear. Why bother to mess with Scripture? Leave it alone and 

http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=west-africa&dio=guinea&pos=bishop-of-guinea&posID=19462
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=west-africa&dio=guinea&pos=bishop-of-guinea&posID=19462
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=north-india&dio=gujarat&pos=bishop-of-gujarat&posID=19665
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=north-india&dio=kolhapur&pos=bishop-of-kolhapur&posID=7474


let’s get on about real life. But something else began to become obvious. If the 

world depends on human intellect to work out its problem, we are in deep trouble. 

If God can be known, He is the only hope I can see. It was as I sought to 

come to know God that His word came to me as Light in the darkness of the world. 

I found that I must add prayer to the Scripture, and give God an opportunity to 

speak to me. Then I was able to hear His word. 

Job 12:1, 14:1-22; Psalm 38; Acts 12:18-25 

ANGLICAN CYCLE:  Gusau - (Kaduna, Nigeria) The Rt Revd John Garba 

DIOCESAN CYCLE:   St. Matthew’s, Bloomington, Admitted to the Diocese of 

Illinois, 1853; Birthday of Joyce, wife of The Rev. Dr. Daniel N. Karanja, 

Hampton, VA.; Wedding anniversary of The Rev. James Muriuki and Jane Kamau, 

Cape Girardeau, MO. 

 

Thursday, September 6 

John 9:1-17 As he passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. And his disciples 

asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 

Jesus answered. “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works 

of God might be made manifest in him. We must work the works of him who sent 

me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can work.” (vv.1-4) 

There are many who think with the mind of the disciples before Jesus 

opened their eyes. What did someone do wrong that made God punish them with 

some ailment? I think sometimes God allows someone to get sick in order for them 

to come to Him and let Him touch them with His healing love. 

I can honestly say that I am thankful for my colon cancer in 1987. It was 

discovered just before my two-month sabbatical that I had planned and arranged. 

The surgery fell in the middle of the first month, and I was back on the job at the 

end of the second month. 

The revelation I received in reading Bernie Segal’s Love Medicine and 

Miracles and listening to some Jim Glennon tapes, taught me to find and pray for 

the stress at the root of the cancer, and it has been productive in ministry to others 

with cancer. I have seen it as something that God used to teach me something that I 

have been able to use in helping others. 

Job 16:16-22, 17:1, 13-16; Psalm 37:1-18; Acts13:1-12 

ANGLICAN CYCLE:  Guyana - (West Indies) The Rt Revd Charles Davidson  

DIOCESAN CYCLE:  Lord, continue to bless us with your love. 

 

Friday, September 7 

John 9:18-41 Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do 

not see may see, and that those who see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees 

near him heard this, and they said to him, “Are we also blind?” Jesus said to them, 

http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=nigeria&dio=gusau&pos=bishop-of-gusau&posID=17417
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=west-indies&dio=guyana&pos=bishop-of-guyana&posID=19891


“If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your 

guilt remains.” (vv.39-41) 

One of the greatest problems of the Church through the ages has been the 

rise of individuals who will come up with some idea that is different from the rest 

of the Body and draw people away to practice the faith their way. The result has 

been fragmentation. 

When we turn away from prayer to argument, we set ourselves up to be in 

the same class with the Pharisees: “We know the truth. You had better straighten 

up.” 

It seems to me that we are called to pray instead, “Lord, show us Your will 

in all of this confusion. Make it clear to all of us so that we might be led into all 

truth and find the unity that we need to show the world that we are Your Body, that 

we are one, and that You live in us and through us for the world for which You 

were willing to die.” 

Job 19:1-7, 14-27; Psalm 31; Acts 13:13-25 

ANGLICAN CYCLE:  Gwagwalada - ( Abuja, Nigeria) The Rt Revd Moses 

Tabwaye 

DIOCESAN CYCLE:  Birthday of The Rt. Rev. Daniel H. Martins, XI Bishop of 

Springfield. 

 

Saturday, September 8 

John 10:1-18 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him 

the gatekeeper opens; the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by 

name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes before 

them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. (vv.2-4) 

I heard a story once that spoke to me about these words that I have come to 

see as important. A tour guide in the Middle East shared with his group that 

shepherds in that area do not drive the sheep or use sheep dogs to drive them. They 

lead the sheep and the sheep follow. 

As they passed through a small town, one of the group saw someone driving 

sheep up the street, and called it to the guide’s attention, “I thought you said the 

shepherds here lead the sheep. That one is driving his sheep.” The tour guide 

looked and replied, “Oh, that’s not the shepherd. He’s the butcher.” 

Jesus has come to lead those of us who know his voice and are willing to 

follow where he leads. He leaves that decision up to us. 

Job 22:1-4, 21—23:7; Psalms 30, 32; Acts 13:26-43 

ANGLICAN CYCLE:   Haiti - (Province II, The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd 

Jean Duracin; 

The Rt Revd Oge Beauvoir, Suffragan Bishop 

http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=nigeria&dio=gwagwalada&pos=bishop-of-gwagwalada&posID=19915
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=nigeria&dio=gwagwalada&pos=bishop-of-gwagwalada&posID=19915
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=usa&dio=haiti&pos=bishop-of-haiti&posID=4415
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=usa&dio=haiti&pos=bishop-of-haiti&posID=4415
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=usa&dio=haiti&pos=suffragan-bishop-of-haiti&posID=19445


DIOCESAN CYCLE:  Birthday of The Rt. Rev. Peter H. Beckwith, X Bishop of 

Springfield. 

 

by Al Durrance 
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Pray for the sick and those in distress: Charlie, Jenna A., Mary, James T., Julie C., 

Valerie R., Barbara A., Bill B., Ms. Shayne, Diane B., Steve J., Carol D.  

 

Pray for the Faithful Departed:  

 

Pray for those living in nursing homes and other shut-ins: Dale B., Barb W., 

Daniel T., Ina R., and Margaret P.  

 

Pray for: The Diocese of Tabora, Anglican Church of Tanzania, The Rt. Rev. 

Elias Chakupewa, the clergy and people. The Missionary Diocese of Peru, The Rt. 

Rev. Alejandro Mesco. Fr. Kari Marcelle, the clergy and people of Holy Trinity St.  

Vincent. Fr. Dave and all clergy, for whom we light the candle on the west side of 

the Altar 


