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Sunday, December 2

2 Peter 3:1-10 First of all you must understand this, that scoffers will come in the
last days with scoffing, following their own passions and saying, “Where is the
promise of his coming? ” (v.3a RSV)

| don’t know about you, but I’'m not good at waiting for anything. If I’'m stuck
in a line at the store, | fidget and look all around, hoping another cashier will open
up immediately. When I’'m behind a bunch of stalled traffic and I’'m in a hurry, |
may not lay on the horn, but I’'m tempted to say things a Christian shouldn’t. So, it’s
no wonder people are impatient about Christ’s promised return—after all, we’ve
waited over 2,000 years! And yet, in this same passage, we are reminded that “with
the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day” (v.8). So
maybe we’ve only been waiting for two years.

This paradox is a good perspective to adopt, whether about life’s many
circumstances that try our patience, or about the Second Coming of Christ, which
we anticipate during this season of Advent. Perhaps it would help us to think more
about when Jesus came the first time, and how he comes into our hearts, minds, and
lives daily—when we invite him.

Isaiah 1:1-9; Psalms 146, 147; Matthew 25:1-13
ANGLICAN CYCLE: PRAY for The Reformed Episcopal Church of Spain (Extra
Provincial to Canterbury) The Reformed Episcopal Church of Spain - The Rt Revd
Carlos Lopez-Lozano
DIOCESAN CYCLE: St. James Chapel, Marion, The Very Rev. Kathryn Jeffrey,
Priest in Charge; Kalemela Parish, Tanzania, Rev. Gideon Kalumiye, Vicar; The
mission posts of the villages of Choco, Cafion de Colca, Peru, Rev’d Justo Maqque
Deacon.

Monday, December 3
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 We give thanks to God always for you all, constantly
mentioning you in our prayers, remembering before our God and Father your work
of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we
know, brethren beloved by God, that he has chosen you. (vv.2-4)

| was almost always the last kid chosen for any kind of sports event when |
was in school. Granted, | wasn’t the athletic type. As an adult, | joke, “I lift weights.
Feel my purse.” Thank goodness, the days of having to try out for gymnastics or
field hockey are long over. And how blessedly reassuring it is, that—as today’s
Epistle lesson tells us—we have been chosen by God. In fact, Ephesians 1:4 (NLT)


http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=spain&dio=the-reformed-episcopal-church-of-spain&pos=bishop-of-spanish-reformed-episcopal-church&posID=6287
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=spain&dio=the-reformed-episcopal-church-of-spain&pos=bishop-of-spanish-reformed-episcopal-church&posID=6287

declares: “Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ.”
Wow! That is way better than getting chosen first for the softball team.

Advent is a season in which we are called to an expectant hope, while at the
same time honestly bringing to mind our sins. Because God wanted and chose us
even before He created the world, we should feel so hugely loved that we can safely
and securely open ourselves to the Lord in both anticipation and repentance.
Maranatha—come, Lord Jesus!

Isaiah 1:10-20; Psalms 1, 2, 3; Luke 20:1-8
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Kibungo - (Rwanda) The Rt Revd Emmanuel Ntazinda;
Kigeme - The Rt Revd Assiel Musabyimana
DIOCESAN CYCLE: St. Bartholomew’s, Granite City, Admitted to the Diocese,
1900; St. Luke’s, Springfield, Admitted to the Diocese, 1890; Birthday of The Rev.
Phillip D. Boeve, Deerfield, WI.
ST. MATTHEW'S: Joel Gordon’s birthday.

Tuesday, December 4

1 Thessalonians 2:1-12 ...for you know how, like a father with his children, we
exhorted each one of you and encouraged you and charged you to lead a life worthy
of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory. (vv.11-12)

Every one of us could use some encouragement, and we are all born to “lead
lives worthy of the God who calls us.” That’s why | am so deeply grateful for the
teachers, pastors, parishioners, family members, friends, and mentors, who, over the
years, have both spoken words of encouragement and hope to me, and reminded me
of, and supported, God’s calling upon my life.

During Advent, as we await the coming of our Savior, pray about how you
might exhort and encourage someone who may also need a friendly reminder that
God has called them into His kingdom and glory—which are coming!

Isaiah 1:21-31; Psalms 5, 6; Luke 20:9-18
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Kigezi - (Uganda) The Rt Revd George Bagamuhunda
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Birthday of Kitty, wife of The Rev. Robert Harmon, Mt.
Vernon.

Wednesday, December 5
Isaiah 2:1-11 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LoORD. (v.5)

For a certain period when | was a small child, at bedtime | was terrified of my
dark closet. My father installed a night light, but I was still frightened. Then Daddy
had the brilliant idea of telling me an adorable little fuzzy creature lived in the closet,
but needed to come out at night, so we had to leave the door open for him. (This was
decades before the great kids’ movie, Monsters, Inc.) Because | loved and trusted
my Dad so much, | believed him, and calmed down.


http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=rwanda&dio=kibungo&pos=bishop-of-kibungo&posID=19427
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=rwanda&dio=kigeme&pos=bishop-of-kigeme&posID=20172
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=uganda&dio=kigezi&pos=bishop-of-kigezi&posID=19815

The prophet Isaiah writes of a light that is even more comforting than a night
light: It is the Light of the Lord, and we are to walk in it, amidst the scary darkness
of a world that seems to have gone mad with hatred, violence, and evil. How do we
do this? In verse 11, Isaiah ends with an exhortation to humility. This attitude of the
heart turns on the Light. Perhaps Micah 6:8 sums it up best: “Do justice, love
kindness, and walk humbly with your God.”

Psalm 119:1-24; 1 Thessalonians 2:13-20; Luke 20:19-26
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Kilmore, Elphin & Ardagh - (Armagh, Ireland) The Rt Revd
Ferran Glenfield
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Almighty God, purify our conscience by your daily
visitation.

Thursday, December 6
Psalm 18:1-20 In my distress | called upon the LoRD; to my God | cried for help.
From his temple he heard my voice, and my cry to him reached his ears. (v.6)

Every Sunday, for several weeks before my “Emmaus Road” conversion
experience (the living Christ was revealed to me in the Breaking of the Bread), | sat
in the balcony at the church | attended and cried through the entire service. At that
time, 1 was unfamiliar with 2 Corinthians 7:10, “godly grief produces a repentance
that leads to salvation without regret.” Later, | would understand those tears from
God’s perspective. My personal life had hit a wall, and everything | held dear was
falling apart—from relationships to ideologies. | felt | had totally messed up my life,
and wasn’t keen on continuing it.

Then, on All Saints’ Day 1987, the living Christ was revealed to me during
Holy Communion, and my life was changed forever. Truly, in His temple, the Lord
had heard my distressed cry for help, and He answered with a love and forgiveness
so profound, that the following year He called me to preach that Good News for the
rest of my life. Thanks be to God!

Isaiah 2:12-22; 1 Thessalonians 3:1-13; Luke 20:27-40

ANGLICAN CYCLE: Kimberley & Kuruman - (Southern Africa) The Rt Revd
Oswald Swartz
DIOCESAN CYCLE: O LORD, teach us your paths and instill in us your trust —
that we may soar to your honor and glory.

Friday, December 7
Psalm 16 | bless the LorD who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart
instructs me. (v.7)

I’ve struggled with insomnia my entire life. As an older kid, 1I’d hide under
blankets with a book and a flashlight when | couldn’t sleep. Now, | prop myself up
on pillows with reading material and a clip-on LED book light. Sometimes 1 fall


http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=ireland&dio=kilmore,-elphin-ardagh&pos=bishop-of-kilmore,-elphin-ardagh&posID=19481
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=ireland&dio=kilmore,-elphin-ardagh&pos=bishop-of-kilmore,-elphin-ardagh&posID=19481
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=southern-africa&dio=kimberley-kuruman&pos=bishop-of-kimberley-and-kuruman&posID=18220
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=southern-africa&dio=kimberley-kuruman&pos=bishop-of-kimberley-and-kuruman&posID=18220

asleep OK, but then | wake up a few hours later. When I’m lying awake in the middle
of the night, I’'m tempted to start worrying about one thing or another. But there’s a
saying, “Give your troubles to God; He’s up all night, anyway.” So, | try to pray.
Psalm 16 reminds us that even in the night, God can give us counsel and instruct our
hearts. Maybe that’s why sometimes | awaken with the perfect solution to a problem
that had eluded me in waking hours!

The fastest way for me to fall asleep is to imagine myself snug in bed at my
grandparents’ home by the sea, in Greece. Actually, an earthquake destroyed the
house in 2008. But in my mind, that much-beloved refuge is still there—and so am
|—hearing the waves slap the shore and smelling lemon blossoms through the open
window. Not only is God with us through every night, He also gives us wonderful
memories to lull us to sleep.

Isaiah 3:8-15; Psalm 17; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12; Luke 20:41—21:4
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Kinkiizi - (Uganda) The Rt Revd Dan Zoreka
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Lord, we pray for our world, especially for those nations
where there is war and unrest.

Saturday, December 8

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry
of command, with the archangel’s call, and with the sound of the trumpet of God.
And the dead in Christ will rise first; then we who are alive, who are left, shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air; and so we
shall always be with the Lord. (vv.16-17)

Our Epistle lesson for today continues the Advent theme of the coming of
Christ. What an amazing picture Paul paints for us in his first letter to the church at
Thessaloniki. Great artists throughout history have sought to depict this breathtaking
scene on canvasses and in church frescoes. But | don’t think anything can prepare
us for how awesome, and awe-inspiring, will be the actual return of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

According to this passage, first there will be the Rapture of living Christians,
then the resurrection of deceased believers—and all of us will be with the Lord
forever. The “special effects” that go along with Jesus’ return sound pretty terrifying.
But God’s promise to take us to be with Him forever is a great comfort. It certainly
gives me inner peace—during what can be a hectic season in our worldly culture (as
well as the church!)—and I pray it will do the same for you this Advent.

Isaiah 4:2-6; Psalms 20, 21; Luke 21:5-19
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Kinshasa - (Congo) The Rt Revd Achille Mutshindu
DIOCESAN CYCLE: G. Williams Howard, Mt. Vernon, and Richard 1. Lewis,
Danville, Ordination to the Priesthood.


http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=uganda&dio=kinkiizi&pos=bishop-of-kinkizi&posID=19208
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/structures/member-churches/member-church/diocese/position.aspx?church=congo&dio=kinshasa&pos=bishop-of-kinshasa&posID=20004
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Pray for the sick and those in distress: Charlie, Jenna A., Mary, James T., Julie C.,
Valerie R., Barbara A., Bill B., Ms. Shayne, Diane B., Steve J., Carol D., Debbie
T.

Pray for the Faithful Departed:

Pray for those living in nursing homes and other shut-ins: Dale B., Barb W.,
Daniel T., and Margaret P.

Pray for: The Diocese of Tabora, Anglican Church of Tanzania, The Rt. Rev.
Elias Chakupewa, the clergy and people. The Missionary Diocese of Peru, The Rt.
Rev. Alejandro Mesco. Fr. Kari Marcelle, the clergy and people of Holy Trinity St.
Vincent. Fr. Dave and all clergy, for whom we light the candle on the west side of
the Altar



