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Sunday, June 9
Isaiah 11:1-9 He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he
hears with his ears. (v.3b NIV)

| live half a block up the street from a large lake. From our living room
window during the day we see sunlight sparkle on the water. At night we see
twinkling headlights from the streets and traffic on the far side.

There are two McDonald’s in opposite directions from this lake, both about
three miles away. We can’t see either one from our window, but we have taken
quick lunch trips to both. We always trust they’ll be right where people told us
they would be, where we indeed found them when we last visited.

The beautiful lake view we can see is a welcome sight to our eyes. But there
are times we need and want more than what we can see immediately through the
window.

The same is true for our spiritual lives. That’s why Our Heavenly Father sent
us His gift of the Holy Spirit, to guide us in finding all that God has for us.
Because that provision is more than we can see at first.

Psalm 118; 1 Corinthians 2:1-13; John 14:21-29
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Pray for the Church of the Province of Myanmar (Burma),
The Most Revd Stephen Than Myint Oo - Archbishop of Myanmar and Bishop of
Yangon
DIOCESAN CYCLE: All Saints Church, Morton, The Rev. Matthew Dallman,
Priest in Charge; Masumbwe Parish, Tanzania, Masumbwe; The Cathedral Church
of Christ The Redeemer, Arequipa, Peru, Rev'd Juan Marcos Ayala, Priest; Laurie
R. Kellington, The Villages, FL, ordination to the Diaconate; Wedding anniversary
of The Rev. Robert D. and Catherine Harmon, Mt. \ernon.

Monday, June 10
Psalm 56 When | am afraid, | will trust in you. (v.3)

Four years ago, | suffered a stroke. All my balance and movements became
hampered. | depend on my wife’s care to stay in our home. Yesterday (as | write)
she had to spend the day in the ER for her own severe back pain. | was left alone in
our house until we could learn if she would be coming back or staying in the
hospital.

In those hours | got to practice trusting in God. | didn’t know what was
happening with my wife. Seeing only the surface events, | understood none of
them. But what we can see, the weapons of the world, are not what we fight with.



The Lord delights in us, making us survive, victorious and blessed. At the supper
hour, my wife’s friend who had spent the day with her brought her home. The
doctors could find no infections or issues.

Today, on a new day, the promises and challenges will be repeated. We have
another opportunity to make our hearts steadfast in the Lord. It will be a good day
because of that!

Deuteronomy 30:1-10; Psalms 57, 58; 2 Corinthians 10:1-18; Luke 18:31-43
ANGLICAN CYCLE: New Westminster (Canada) The Most Revd Melissa
Skelton; Amichi (Nigeria) The Rt Revd Ephraim Ikeakor; Jaffna (South India)
The Rt Revd Daniel Selvaratnam Thiagarajah
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Jeffrey F. Kozuszek, Centralia; Beth H. Maynard,
Champaign, ordination to the Priesthood.

Tuesday, June 11
Luke 19:1-10 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him,
““Zacchaeus, come down immediately. | must stay at your house today. " (v.5)

When | have lost or mislaid something, | want to find it right now. It is not
enough to enjoy memories of when | used to have the object or to be able to
intellectually explain why car keys have a value to me. It is the same for God.
God’s first question in the Bible is when He asks after Adam’s whereabouts. Even
God wants to enjoy our immediate company, not just have us watch Him from a
safe, lofty distance.

We may feel like our faint hearts are calling to Him from the ends of the
earth. Our souls seem to know our hope can only be found in Him—if we can just
find him. Our Heavenly Father already wants to be found by us. That is why He
has already come so very near. His promise is that we will find life in Him.

And not only us. The blessing will spill over to our children as well. We are
what Jesus came to seek and save.

Deuteronomy 30:11-20; Psalms 61, 62; 2 Corinthians 11:1-21a
ANGLICAN CYCLE: New York (The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd Andrew
Dietsche, The Rt Revd Allen Shin, The Rt Revd Mary Glasspool; Amritsar
(North India) The Most Revd Dr Pradeep Samantaroy
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Feast Day, St. Barnabas', Havana; Christine C. Hopkins,
Champaign, ordination to the Diaconate; Wedding anniversary of The Rev. G.
Timothy and Debbie Leighton, Bloomington and of The Rev. Caleb S. and Julie
Roberts, Champaign.

ST. MATTHEWS: Deacon Tim & Debbie Leighton’s wedding anniversary.



Wednesday, June 12
Deuteronomy 31:30—32:14 Remember the days of old; consider the generations
long past. (v.7a)

G. K. Chesterton defined “tradition” as the way we give our ancestors the
vote. By honoring what our forefathers have handed down to us, we agree that they
are giving us something valuable. They are sharing the hard lessons they learned of
how to treat those treasures. We save time by not wasting ours in trying out dead
ends they already learned to avoid. We recognize they came to know something
real that is still true in our day.

It is the reason we take time to read both the Old and New Testaments of the
Bible. When we see the record of how God nourished the saints of old with honey
from the rock, it gives us reason to hope when we go through desert experiences.
We are assured God will deliver the needy who cry out for help.

This is how we can boast of the things that show our weakness. They enable
us to praise the greatness of our God, who never changes and always helps us from
one generation to the next.

Psalm 72; 2 Corinthians 11:21b-33; Luke 19:11-27
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Newala (Tanzania) The Rt Revd Oscar Mnung'a; Andaman
& Car Nicobar Islands (North India) The Rt Revd Christopher Paul; Angola
(Missionary Diocese) (Southern Africa) The Rt Revd Andre Soares
DIOCESAN CYCLE: Emmanuel Memorial, Champaign, admitted to the Diocese,
1882; Birthday of Barbara, wife of The Rev. John D. Richmond, Bartonville, and
Catherine, wife of The Very Rev. lan C. Wetmore, Lebanon.
ST. MATTHEWS: Meghan Dyson’s birthday.

Thursday, June 13
Psalm 71 Even when | am old and gray, do not forsake me, O God, till I declare
your power to the next generation... (v.18)

As a child I learned | would be given no more lemonade to drink until my
glass was empty again. Dessert would not be provided until my supper plate was
cleared. Refills and treats were generously and gladly provided. But they were not
going to be wasted if | didn’t need them or wasn’t ready for them.

God, who knows each person’s heart, provides for us in somewhat the same
way. He is our help and deliverer and does not delay. He is the refuge to whom we
can always go. And He draws us into sharing His rescue work by showing us
others who are in need when we have an abundance.

Others need it. The Lord needs it, too. He calls on it from our hands to give
us opportunity to declare Him to others. And He replaces His provisions for us all
as we encounter new days and fresh needs. Thus, His generosity is manifested in
every time of need, His perfect power in the very times of weakness.



2 Chronicles 6:18-31; Psalm 70; 2 Corinthians 12:1-10; Luke 19:28-40
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Newark (The Episcopal Church) The Rt Revd Carlye J
Hughes; Ankole (Uganda) The Rt Revd Sheldon Frederick Mwesigwa
DIOCESAN CYCLE: E. Eugene Hall, Champaign, ordination to the Priesthood;
Wedding anniversary of The Rev. Christine C. and Michael Hopkins, Champaign.

Friday, June 14
2 Chronicles 26:1-22 He had people working his fields and vineyards in the hills
and in the fertile lands, for he loved the soil. (v.10b)

My wife prepared a narrow strip of ground behind our apartment so she
could grow her own vegetables. A few years ago, she cut the top from a pineapple
she bought at the grocery and planted it beside our driveway. She now has a dozen
pineapples she has carefully replanted as they sprouted new hijos. She shares a
bumper crop of the fruit each year with our Florida neighbors. She loves to garden!

So does God. And He calls us to work with Him sowing the seed and
tending the harvest for His kingdom. The Father does not want to be a burden to
us. What He wants is not our possessions but our hearts. He wants to bring us
peace that we can share with others. It brings Him sorrow if people fail to see that.
And it brings Him sorrow if we fail to join Him in tending His garden.

Let our prayer be: “May those who hope in you not be disgraced because of
me, O Lord.”

Psalm 69; 2 Corinthians 12:11-21; Luke 19:41-48
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Newcastle (Australia) The Rt Revd Dr Peter Stuart, The Rt
Revd Charlie Murry, The Rt Revd Sonia Roulston; Newcastle (England) The Rt
Revd Christine Hardman, The Rt Revd Mark Tanner
DIOCESAN CYCLE: O God, we pray for our country and our world.
ST. MATTHEWS: Alexis Roberson’s birthday.

Saturday, June 15
Psalm 75 It is God who judges: He brings one down, he exalts another. (v.7)

On the television program Shark Tank, inventors and entrepreneurs describe
their products to a team of wealthy investors, hoping one of them will put up the
money that will allow the product to be successfully brought out in the consumer
market. The people preparing to risk their money on these requests pepper the
entrepreneurs with questions. It is an intense encounter. The investors bluntly bring
down one dreamer and exalt another. Their first priority is not to make friends.
They are there to make more money.

Paul, while desiring young Christians to grow strong and faithful, keeps a
clear eye on the goal Jesus has. “Our prayer is for your perfection,” he writes.
“Aim for perfection.”



He stresses this because he knows the Lord who loves them will also have
questions for them. Jesus doesn’t mind when we pray for things and ask him
questions. But his first priority is building his Father’s kingdom. So, we need to be
ready when he replies by saying, “I will also ask you a question.”

2 Chronicles 31:2-10, 20-21; Psalm 76; 2 Corinthians 13:1-14; Luke 20:1-8
ANGLICAN CYCLE: Ngbo (Nigeria) The Rt Revd Christian Ebisike;
Antananarivo (Indian Ocean) The Rt Revd Samoela Jaona Ranarivelo; Jalingo
(Nigeria) The Rt Revd Foreman Nedison
DIOCESAN CYCLE: St. Peter's Chapel, Chesterfield, admitted to the Diocese,
1850; St. Paul's, Pekin, admitted to the Diocese, 1851; Brian T. Kellington, The
Villages, FL, ordination to the Priesthood; Wedding anniversary of The Rev.
Christopher L. and Kathryn Ashmore, Jacksonville.
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Pray for the sick and those in distress: Charlie, Margret L., June G.
Pray for the Faithful Departed: Woody S. & Bob C.

Pray for those living in nursing homes and other shut-ins: Dale B., Barb W.,
Daniel T., and Margaret P.

Pray for: The Diocese of Tabora, Anglican Church of Tanzania, The Rt. Rev.
Elias Chakupewa, the clergy and people. The Missionary Diocese of Peru, The Rt.
Rev. Alejandro Mesco. Fr. Kari Marcelle, the clergy and people of Holy Trinity St.
Vincent. Fr. Dave and all clergy, for whom we light the candle on the west side of
the Altar.



